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COALHURST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

February 1, 2010 
 

 
 
 
 

Text Rental Unpaid:  

We have some families who have not paid their School Fees for the 
2009/2010 school year.  We remind you this payment is due and we would 
appreciate payment as soon as possible.  If there is a problem with paying this 
amount, please call our office.  We will be happy to make arrangements for 
payment.  Invoices for unpaid fees have been sent home with your child. 

ECS/Preschool  Registration:  Kindergarten(ECS) registration is being taken at Coalhurst 
Elementary School during school hours for the 2010/2011 school year.  If you have children 
who are 5 years of age or who will be 5 years of age before December 31, 2010, they are 
eligible for ECS.  If you know of other families in the community who may have ECS aged 
children, but who may not receive this newsletter, please pass this information onto them.  
Please remember to bring along your childôs birth certificate when you register.  We also 

have registration for PRESCHOOL STUDENTS available in the school office. To be 
eligible for preschool, children must be 3 years, 9 months of age as of September 1, 

2010.   
 

Preschool Developmental Check-Up:  

Palliser Regional Schools supports early intervention for young preschool-aged children with 
difficulties in speech, language, hearing, vision, behaviour, fine or gross motor development. 
Preschoolers with a difficulty in these areas are provided a program free of charge; others will be 
accepted into individual programs on a user-fee basis (subsidy is available in some cases) where 
space is available. All parents of children registered in Palliser preschools will receive a call during the 
month of April to set up an appointment time to attend our annual preschool screening.  We look 
forward to seeing you there!  Call 403-320-1931 to book your free 1 hour appointment. There is a 
screening clinic set up to take place at the Coalhurst Elementary School on March 19, 2010. 
 

2010 Olympics:  

Brady Kast a grade 6 student from CES will fly to Vancouver to attend the Olympics for day.  
Brady composed an essay on how he would pursue leadership and strive for excellence.  
Congratulations Brady! 

Ski Trip:    

All grade 5&6 students from CES have the opportunity to travel to Castle 
Mountain by school bus to either ski or snow board on Thursday, March 18, 2010 
(Snow permitting).  Permission forms were sent home the week of January 18th. 
Forms and fees must be returned to the school no later than February 11th , 2010. 
 

Spirit Day:  

Spirit Day for February will be Crazy Hair Day!   On Tuesday February 9, 2010 show your school 
spirit and go wild and crazy with your hair.  Donôt forget there are POD points available to every 
student who participates. 

Coalhurst Elementary School:  
Striving to be the best in Alberta.  
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STARS OF THE WEEK FOR JANUARY:  

5-6P: Anthony Dillabough, Brandon Slenes 
5-6H: Sheila Entz, Kyle Zmurchyk, Collin Williams, Brayden Prychun 
5-6B: Hope Tabachniuk, Azlyn Olson, Nash Ober 
3-4P: Darrick Nicol, Thomas Peck 
3-4M: Rhett Bruneski, Asha Engel, Colton Kooiker, Brittney Williams 
3-4F:  Kaitlyn Haapala, Victoria Bruneski, Emily Doherty 
1-2S: Julie-Anne Lindquist, Quinn McKinnon  
1-2P: Robert Hill, Ty Orich 
1-2D: John Montina, Kayla Swinimer 
 

Minibasketball News:  

Our final tournament date is Thursday, February 11, 2010. Games will start at 3:30 and run until 
approx. 8:00 PM.  Make sure to bring some money, we will have a concession, and there will be a 
50/50 draw. Our season has been going very well. Thanks go out to the parents for their support and 
their positive cheering.  We would also like to thank Mr. Pharis for supervising and reffing every night.   

  

It's hard to believe, but the 100th day of school is fast approaching! This is a milestone number for 
the students, especially in the younger grades and is celebrated by classrooms throughout North 
America. Several classes will engage in learning activities on this day which involve the number 100... 
for example comparing 100 pieces of various objects, writing 100 words, reading for 100 minutes 
through the day. At CES, the 100th day for grades 1-6 is on Friday, February 12.. Watch for more 
information coming home. 
 

Running Club:  

The Running Club continues to run on Wednesdays at noon.  Parents and interested 
community members are welcome to join us anytime!  We leave from the front doors at 12:00. 
 

Thankyouôs for the month of January   

-  To everyone who has donated clothes and socks to the school for our emergency stash. We 
can always use more. 

- Thank-you to all parents that have filled, responded, and returned recent surveys.  Your input is 
very much appreciated and needed. 

 

Parent Council Teacher Appreciation Week:  

Teacher Appreciation Week is February 21-27, 2010 at CES! 
This is our chance to show the staff at CES how much we value them.  If you 
would like to help with the preparation for this event, please contact Sharla Nicol at 
403-380-3724. 
Please mark your calendars and plan to attend the February 23 assembly at 9:00am, during which the 
CES Council will honour our CES Staff.   Hope to see your there! 
 

Parents of Grade Four ï Six Students:   

 A few weeks ago you should have received a survey from Alberta Education.  The survey 
asks your opinion on the education your child receives at Coalhurst Elementary School.  These 
survey results are important to us.  Getting feedback from you is necessary if we are to continually 
improve your child's education. Please help us by returning the completed surveys to Alberta 
Education.Contact the school office if you did not receive the survey, or have any questions.  
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Coalhurst Legion Bingo Dates:   

Coalhurst Legion is looking for Bingo volunteers.  This is a way for CES to help the Legion in their fund raising 
efforts.  In turn the Legion will be able to continue to donate to our school projects, as they have in the past.  Keep these 
dates in mind:  
Feb. 2 & 28, Mar. 2 & 28, April 6 & 25, May 4 & 23 June 1 & 27, 2010 

 

Attention Parents:    

Please make sure your childôs name is in all of their personal belongings.  Certain items have been going missing or 
have been misplaced.  It is easier to decipher the true owner if there is a name in it. 

 

 POD News  

Our Sea of Literacy Day was a great success.  Every student and staff member participated in various literacy 
activities throughout the school.  We had lots of fun learning, reading, playing and connecting within our POD community.  
We would like to thank the parent council for funding our two delicious snacks!  We would also like to thanks Miss Vos for 
taking pictures and Miss Hubber for creating a video reminder of the day. The video is on the CES website so be sure to 
check it out! Donôt forget to see how your POD is doing on the POD points board in the atrium and also check out all of our 
adopted whales (the adoption certificates are displayed just outside the office).  

 

Library News  

Scholastic Book Fair will start April .29 th , 2010 . There will be a postcard design competition to win book fair 

prizes. More information will be sent home before Book Fair.  
 

Music News:  

Permission form for the Hurricane's Hockey game have gone home with students involved in choir,  
Parents are reminded that students will be playing recorders in music class until the end of Feb.  Recorders should 

be living in backpacks.  Students are encouraged to practice 10 minutes a day and to finish practice bugs, so their class can 
be considered for the pizza party at the end of the recorder unit 

 

/ƻǳƴǎŜƭƭƻǊΩǎ Corner  

The Ups and Downs of Friendships 
Being a parent means feeling helpless a lot of the time - the list of what a parent cannot do is almost infinite.  We cannot 

bend the universe on behalf of our children as much as we may wish we could.  Parents often feel more powerless to make a significant 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΦ  ²ƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭƛcated.  We 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŜǇ ƛƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ƘǳǊǘ ōȅ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƛnsensitivity or when our children 
lack the social skills to manage various situations.  We cannot do that for our kids because they need to learn to manage these 
circumstances for themselves. 

There is no perfect social setting.  Any parent who has planned a birthday party wanting it to be a wonderful celebration free 
from conflict, often discovers that the relationships at the party have shifted the mood and caused one of the attendees to be in 
distress ς if not the birthday child him/herself!  Watching our children suffer socially is very hard to bear. 

As we remember the milestones our children have reached throughout life ς learning to talk, walk, dress him/herself, read 
etc. we are reminded that all of these achievements came with practice, developmental ǊŜŀŘƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǎǿŜŜǘ ǘƛƳŜΦ  
Social development is similar and requires experiences, opportunities for successes and problem solving and guidance ς not 
interference from adults.   

Friendship requires the ability to be compassionate, understanding and empathic toward others.  Children need help 
acquiring these traits.  As parents we can share our experiences and knowledge while acknowledging successes and strengths that our 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜΦ  άL ƻǾŜǊƘŜŀǊŘ ȅƻǳ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ǿƻrds to Johnny when you were trying to decide how to share your 
ǘƻȅǎΦέ  άLǘ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘǳǊǘ ōȅ {ǳǎƛŜΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ς I wonder what we can figure out to help things go better another 
ǘƛƳŜΚέ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǊŜǇorts of difficulties acknowledge their ability to sort things out and is empowering. 

Children need at least one good friend ς not all individuals can manage group friendships.   At the end of the day, it is 
friendship that will nourish the soul of a child.  !ǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ 
doing so will provide a great social foundation.  When the power imbalance becomes to great for a child to bear it may be helpful for 
his/her parents to seek some outsiŘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƻƴκŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ  ! ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ōŀǎƛǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ   

Submitted by Patti Nicol-Pharo, Family School Liaison Counsellor  (403)894-1799 
(Source:  Best Friends, Worst Enemies by Michael Thompson)  
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F E B R U A R Y   2 0 10 

 
MONDAY 
 

 
TUESDAY 

 
WEDNESDAY 

 
THURSDAY 

 
FRIDAY 

1 

 

 

2  

Girls 3-6 Choir ï 
12:15 

Boys 1-6 Choir 1st 
recess 

 

 

Mini -Basketball  

 

3 
Mrs. Higginsonôs 
Handbell Group 

1
st
 recess 

 

Running Club 

4 
Mrs. Higginsonôs 
Handbell Group 

1
st
 recess 

Mrs. Berberichôs 

Handbell Group 

Lunch Recess  

 

Mini -Basketball  

 

5  
Girls Gd. 1-2 

Choir 

1
st

 Recess 
 

Harryõs Hot Dogs 
 
 

8 
 

 

9 
 

Girls 3-6 Choir ï 
12:15 

Boys 1-6 Choir 1st 
recess 

Mini -Basketball  

 

Crazy Hair Day 

10 
Mrs. Higginsonôs 
Handbell Group 

1
st
 recess 

 

Running Club  

 

11 
Mrs. Higginsonôs 
Handbell Group 

1
st
 recess 

Mrs. Berberichôs 

Handbell Group 

Lunch Recess  

 

Mini -Basketball 

Tournament 

12   
Girls Gd. 1-2 

Choir 

1
st

 Recess 
 

Harryõs Hot Dogs 
 

 

for Gd 1-6 

15 
Family Day!!! 

 
No School 

16 
Day in Lieu 

for Parent Teacher 
Interviews 

No School 

17 
Professional 
Development 

No School 

18 

Teacherôs 
Convention 

No School 

19 
Teacherôs 

Convention 

No School 
 

22 
 

 

TEACHER 

APPRECIATION 

WEEK 

23 
Girls 3-6 Choir ï 

12:15 

Boys 1-6 Choir 1st 
recess 

Teacher Appreciation 
Assembly  

9:00 AM 

 

24 
Mrs. Higginsonôs 
Handbell Group 

1
st
 recess 

 

Running Club  

 

 

25 
Mrs. Higginsonôs 
Handbell Group 

1
st
 recess 

Mrs. Berberichôs 

Handbell Group 

Lunch Recess  

 

26 
Girls Gd. 1-2 

Choir 

1
st

 Recess 
 

Harryõs Hot Dogs 

     

 


