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COALHURST  ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL  N E W S L E T T E R 

 
          Happy  Holidays!!!        November 30, 2009  

   
 

 

 
 

 
 

STUDENT RECOGNITION FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER:  
 
 
1/2M:   Hannah Doherty, Arlin Down  
1/2P:  Alexa Feenstra, Jassmyn Feyter  
1/2S:   Dainen Lai ng, Parker Lee  
3/4 F:   Donna Huscroft  
3/4 M:  Jazmine Richards, Dylan Harris, Charli Watmough  
3/4 P:   Mattea Beer, Cameron LaBelle  
5/6B:   Michael Lenz , Levi Nalder  
5/6H:  Meghan Orich, Coby Smith  
5/6P:  August DeMaere, Shawn Reum  
 

 

Thank You To:   

-Thank you to everyone for their bottle donations. Together we raised close to $600 for the Adopt 

Right Whales Foundation.  We are able to adopt 12 whales, which means that each POD gets 

their own whale.  Anyone wishing to check out the foundation follow this link 
http://www.AdoptRightWhales.ca 
-Thanks to Mr. Larry Verstraete for the captivating author visit in November. 

 
 

Important Dates and Times to Remember:  

- Kids, Parent, and Power Struggles: Secrets to Effective Discipline Lecture By Mary 

Sheedy Kurcinka- Tuesday, December 8, 2009 7:00-9:00 PM 

-PS Christmas Concert ï Wednesday, December 9 - 7:00 PM 

-ECS Christmas Concert ï Thursday, December 10th ï 7:00 PM 

-Grades 1 ï 6 Christmas Concert ï Thursday, December 17th concert at 1:00 p.m.  

The evening performance will be at 7:00 pm with doors opening at 6:15 p.m.  The 
boys and girls choir along with hand bells /hand chimes will be performing during both 

concerts.  (See more information on Page 5) 
 All grade 1-6 students will be participating. 

Coalhurst Elementary School:   
Striving to be the best in Alberta.  

 

 

http://www.adoptrightwhales.ca/


 

 

 
2 

MINI-BASKETBALL REGISTRATION:  

Registration forms will be sent home with Grade 4, 5 and 6 students next week.  
Please fill them in and return to the school by December 16th.  The program will run in 
the evenings for approximately 5 weeks in January and February.  The $25.00 registration fee 
covers the cost of the team t-shirt, a medal, and a hot dog meal at the tournament. 
 

 Now that we are Whale Parents letôs  
Free Willyôs Hunger! 

The students and staff at CES are now the proud parents of 12 North Atlantic Right Whales.  Thanks to 

overwhelming support in the bottle drive we have raised just under 600 dollars.  Way to go!  We are now 

in the process of finalizing our adoption and awaiting our certificates.  The students will learn all about 

their whales and view photos during our Literacy Day in January.  We will post the adoption certificates in 

the atrium once they arrive.  Come and check out the new members of our CES family!  

In keeping with our POD theme of ñcaring for something larger than ourselvesò, we are holding a food 

drive as our POD activity in December 9-17.  We will be collecting non-perishable food items and then 

donating them to the St. Vincent de Paul Society.   Please help us ñFree Willyôs Hungerò by supporting the 

families in need!  Teachers will be awarding POD points for each donation and we are hoping to overflow 

Willyôs Swimming Pool in the atrium!  

  

SOCK  IT TO EM DRIVE :  

 The sock donations are growing in the halls, we would like to fill all the strings with new, any sized socks 

that will be donated to charity. To win the honour of cutting the socks down. , the students will have an 

opportunity to guess how many pairs of socks have been collected.  
 

Congratulations:   Congratulations to CES for the two Garfield Westin awards they received as 

a School of Distinction in Academic Achievement as well as Improvement in Academic 

Achievement. Chosen from thousands of schools from across Alberta, we can thank the 

dedication of our teachers, staff and students for all the hard work they have put in. 
 

Student Teachers Explained  

With our close proximity to the University of Lethbridge, C.E.S. benefits from being able to welcome both 

student and intern teachers into our school.  Student teachers are working towards their education degree 

and are required, by law, to be under the supervision of the classroom teacher.  Student teachers and 

interns provide many benefits to the students and staff at C.E.S.  The students benefit because they get two 

teachers instead of one. The student teachers and interns benefit from observing and collaborating with the 

experienced classroom teacher.  

The ñseasonedò teachers benefit because they must be able to explain why they choose certain teaching 

strategies.  One of the best professional development activities for a teacher is to explain the rationale 

behind their teaching methods.  The veteran teachers also get to learn new teaching methods from the 

student teachers.   

Goodbye to Our Student Teachers  

On December 11th we will be saying goodbye to our four University of Lethbridge student teachers.  We 

thank them for all that they have given to C.E.S.  Best wishes to Mr. G. Grisnich, Ms. A. LePage, Ms. S. 

Johansen, Mr. C. Bullock, Ms. Melissa Goodwin. 
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ñYouth Eventò: 

December 18
th
   at 7:00 p.m. there will be a Hay Ride for the youth of Coalhurst.  All are welcome!!!  

Come out and enjoy the seasonal festivities. 
 

Reminder:   

 -Mrs. Smith-Myles class will be having a blind person and their guide dog presenting in their classroom.  If 

you have any concerns regarding a dog in the school please contact Laurie Wilson.  As the dog is a working dog, the 

students will not be permitted to touch or handle the animal. 

-Please, please, please make sure your children DO NOT arrive at the school before 8:30 

a.m.  School does not actually start until 8:40 a.m.  The doors to the school are not unlocked until 

8:30 and there are no teachers on supervision until that time.  The time before 8:30 is used for the 

teachers to prepare for the day!!! 

-Please call the school if your children are going to be absent from school.  You can leave a 

message before 8:15 am on the schools voice mail. 

- Please be certain that your child has proper footwear at school when they wear their boots to 

school.  

- Please send a snack with your child(ren) as well as cutlery to consume it every day.  This 

gives your children the energy they need to learn until lunch. 

-Please remember the street in front of the school is reserved for bus parking. 

Please respect this rule and DO NOT park on the street, even if it is just to drop off 

students. 

 

Running Club:     

We had a running race around the grade 5-6 soccer field at the school on Thursday, 26, 2009 for 

all members of the CES Running Club. 

Our grade 1 & 2 runners ran first, and ran 2 laps around the track. 

Next the grade 3 & 4 runners ran 4 laps around the track.  Lastly, the grade 5 & 6 runners ran 4 

laps around the track.   The teachers & staff ran 1 lap around the track, with students cheering 

them the whole way 

Ribbons were awarded to the fastest 4 boys and 4 girls in each group.   
 

December Spirit Day:  

We will be having RED & GREEN day on December 18
th

 for our December Spirit Day! 

 

Keep your eyes open:  

We have great Safety Patrollers operating again in Coalhurst.  

I would like to thank all who are using our crosswalks and safety patrollers before  

and after school. The safety patrollers are frequently thanked by the pedestrians so  

we would like to take this opportunity to thank the pedestrians. Our safety patrollers  

are working very hard to keep the children and adults of CES safe.  

A reminder to parents, if the weather drops below -15, there will be no safety patrol. 

 

Mrs. Wilson 
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The Coalhurst Elementary School Christmas Concert will have two show times: 

 

Thursday, December 17 2009@ 1:00pm 

Thursday, December 17, 2009 @ 7:00pm 

 

For the evening performance please have your children at the school by 6:15pm. 

 

Christmas Concert will include all grade 1-6 students, so mark your calendar to attend.   

Christmas Concert Dates & Times:  Tues., Dec. 15
th

 @ 10:30am ï Dress Rehearsal for 

only students and staff 

Thurs., Dec. 17
th

 @ 1:00pm ï For parents and 

community members (handbells will play prelude 

music at 12:45) 

Thurs., Dec. 17
th

 @ 7:00pm ï For parents and 

community members (handbells will play prelude 

music at 6:45) 

Costumes:  All Choirs will be dressed in (light) winter wear 

Grade 1-2s will be dressed in (light) winter wear 

Grade 3-4s will be postal workers  

Grade 5-6s will be dressed as skiers, sledders, tobogganers (5-6P & B), 

and hockey players (5-6H) 

 

-Students in grades 3-6 will be starting a Recorder unit in music classes.  If students have already 

purchased a recorder in previous years, please locate it and have them bring it in to Mrs. 

Berberich, as soon as possible.  For those students requiring an instrument, an order form will be 

going out to students this week.  No óDollar Storeô instruments, please.  Have all order forms in 

to Mrs. Berberich before the Christmas Break ï Thank you. 
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Mary Sheedy Kurcinka 
Best Selling Author, Lecturer, Parent Educator 

 

is coming to speak to 

 

 Parents, Families, Teachers, Family Coaches, Counsellors 

and others who provide services to children and families 
 

Date Time Location Topic 

Tues. Dec. 8 7-9 pm Coalhurst Elementary 

School 

Kids, Parent, and Power Struggles: 

Secrets to Effective Discipline 

Wed. Dec. 9 9-11 am Taber-Central School Sleepless in America-Is Your Child 

Misbehaving or Missing Sleep? 

Wed. Dec. 9 1:30-3:30 

pm 

Milk River 

Elementary School 

Challenging Behaviour or 

Stressed-Out Kids? 

Wed. Dec. 9 7-9 pm Raymond Elementary 

School 

The Spirited Child: 

Secrets to Effective Discipline 

 

No Charge 
Sponsored by Barons-Eureka-Warner Family & 

Community Support Services (FCSS) 
 

FCSS is funded by your local Municipal Council and the Province of Alberta 

 
Maryôs books: 

Raising Your Spirited Child 

Raising Your Spirited Child Workbook 

Kid, Parents, and Power Struggles 

Sleepless in America 
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             D E C E M B E R 

 

 

Monday 
 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

 
Friday 

 
 

 

1 
Girls 3-6 Choir ï 

12:15 

Boys 1-6 Choir 1st 
recess 

 

2  

Mrs. Higginsonôs 
Handbell Group 

1
st
 recess 

 
 

Running Club @ 

12:00 

3 
Mrs. Higginsonôs 
Handbell Group 

1
st
 recess 

Mrs. Berberichôs 

Handbell Group 

Lunch Recess 

4    

Girls Gd. 1-2 

Choir 

1
st

 Recess 

Harryõs Hot 

Dogs 

7 

Girls Gd. 1-2 

Choir 

1
st

 Recess 
 

8 

Girls 3-6 Choir ï 
12:15 

Boys 1-6 Choir 1st 
recess 

 

9 
Mrs. Higginsonôs 
Handbell Group 

1
st
 recess 

 

Running Club @ 

12:00 

Preschool 

Christmas 

Concert 

 

10   

Mrs. Higginsonôs 
Handbell Group 

1
st
 recess 

Mrs. Berberichôs 

Handbell Group 

Lunch Recess 

ECS  

Christmas 

Concert 

11 

Girls Gd. 1-2 

Choir 

1
st

 Recess 

 

Harryõs Hot 

Dogs 

14 

Girls Gd. 1-2 

Choir 

1
st

 Recess 
 

15 
Girls 3-6 Choir ï 

12:15 

Boys 1-6 Choir 1st 
recess 

 

Dress Rehearsal 

Christmas  

Concert @12:40 

16 

Mrs. Higginsonôs 
Handbell Group 

1
st
 recess 

 

Running Club @ 

12:00 

 

17  

Grade 1-6 

Christmas 

Concert 1:00 & 

7:00 PM 

 
 

18 

Girls Gd. 1-2 

Choir 

1
st

 Recess 

 

Harryõs Hot 

Dogs 

 

21 
Christmas Break! 

22 

Christmas Break! 

23 

Christmas Break! 

24 

 Christmas Break! 

 

25 

Christmas Break! 

28 

Christmas Break! 

29 30 31 _1____________ 

First day back is 
January 4, 2010. 

 

From all of us here at CES: 
We wish you a Safe and Happy Holiday Season!!! 


